
 

 
  Book of the Year 2008 

Shortlisted Titles 
 

 

 
Young Children (approx. 2-5 years)  
 

Title Author Illustrator Publisher 
Is your Grandmother a Goanna? Pamela Allen Pamela Allen Penguin Group (Australia)
Five Little Owls Mark Carthew Mini Goss New Frontier Publishing 
Lucy's Cat and the Rainbow Birds Anthony Hill Jane Tanner Penguin Group (Australia)
Same as Me David Mackintosh David Mackintosh Penguin Group (Australia)
Sophie's Big Bed Tina Burke Tina Burke Penguin Group (Australia)
The Story of Growl Judy Horacek Judy Horacek Penguin Group (Australia)
Shh! Little Mouse Pamela Allen Pamela Allen Penguin Group (Australia)
Pearl Barley and Charlie Parsley Aaron Blabey Aaron Blabey Penguin Group (Australia)
Annie to the Rescue Deborah Niland Deborah Niland Penguin Group (Australia)
Dog and Bird See the Moon Tohby Riddle Tohby Riddle Penguin Group (Australia)
Little Brothers Are Beth Norling Beth Norling Penguin Group (Australia)
Hugo's Motorcycle Rescue Lorette Broekstra Lorette Broekstra Allen & Unwin 
Ruby Roars Margaret Wild Kerry Argent Allen & Unwin 
What Will You Be? Simon French Donna Rawlins Allen & Unwin 
I Am Kate Forsyth Rosalie Street Pan Macmillan 
Columbia Sneezes  Janeen Brian Gabe Cunnett Omnibus Books 

 
 
Lower Primary Children (approx. 5-8 years) 
 

Title Author Illustrator Publisher 
Going Bush Nadia Wheatley &  

Ken Searle 
Ken Searle Allen & Unwin 

Kumiko and the Dragon Briony Stewart Briony Stewart University of QLD Press 
Star of the Circus Nette Hilton Chantal Stewart University of QLD Press 
Beeware: Adventures of Danny book 1 Pat Flynn Gus Gordon University of QLD Press 
Fairy Four-Eyes Penny Mathews Emma Quay Penguin Group (Australia)
Philomena Wonderpen is a Teeny Weeny 
Doll 

Ian Bone Janine Dawson Penguin Group (Australia)

Rosie to the Rescue Meredith Costain Tina Burke Penguin Group (Australia)
Ziba Came on a Boat Liz Lofthouse Robert Ingpen Penguin Group (Australia)
Sally and Dave - A Slug Story Felice Arena Felice Arena Penguin Group (Australia)
Freaks Ahoy Leigh Hobbs Leigh Hobbs Allen & Unwin 
Old Tom's Big Book of Beauty Leigh Hobbs Leigh Hobbs Allen & Unwin 
Pirates Drive Buses Christopher Morgan Neil Curtis Allen & Unwin 
Tashi and the Mixed-Up Monster Anna & Barbara Fienberg Kim Gamble Allen & Unwin 
Captain Clawbeak and the Ghostly Galleon Anne Morgan Wayne Harris Random House Australia 
Wicked Wizards and Leaping Lizards Mark Carthew Mike Spoor Random House Australia 
Roland Wright, Future Knight Tony Davis Gregory Rogers Random House Australia 
Harriet Bright in a Pickle Claire Craig Melanie Feddersen Pam Macmillan 
Understanding Sam and Asperger’s 
Syndrome 

Liezl Venter &  
Clarabelle van Niekerk 

Clarabelle van 
Niekerk 

Skeezel Press 

Guess What Mem Fox Vivienne Goodman Omnibus Books 
The Peasant Prince Li Cunxin Anne Spudvilas Penguin Group (Australia)
Billabong Bill's Bushfire Christmas Kelly Gardiner Jobi Murphy Random House Australia 
In the City Roland Harvey Roland Harvey Allen & Unwin 
Wombat and Fox Summer in the City Terry Denton Terry Denton Allen & Unwin 
Tough ol' Teddy Bruce Atherton Elise Hurst Lothian Books 

 
                    See next page for Upper Primary nominations   



 

 
 
 
Upper Primary Children (approx. 8-12 years) 
 

Title Author Illustrator Publisher 
Stride’s Summer Jenni Overend -- Allen & Unwin 
Problem Child James Roy James Roy UQP 
The Undy’s: Itching for Action Michael Wagner Gus Gordon Penguin Group (Australia)
The Undy’s: Let the Games Begin Michael Wagner Gus Gordon Penguin Group (Australia)
UFO in the USA Dave Hackett Dave Hackett Penguin Group (Australia)
Born to Run Cathy Freeman -- Penguin Group (Australia)
Give Peas a Chance Morris Gleitzman -- Penguin Group (Australia)
Amelia Dee and the Peacock Lamp Odo Hirsch -- Allen & Unwin 
Angel’s Elephant Kerrie O’Connor -- Allen & Unwin 
Bonnie and Sam 1: The Shadow Brumby Alison Lester Roland Harvey Allen & Unwin 
Bonnie and Sam 2: The Circus Pony Alison Lester Roland Harvey Allen & Unwin 
Chelonia Green: Champion of Turtles Christobel Mattingley -- Allen & Unwin 
Elysium: case #4 Allie’s Ghost Hunters Catherine Jinks -- Allen & Unwin 
It’s True! Pirates are Rats Heather Catchpole & 

Vanessa Woods 
Mic Looby Allen & Unwin 

It’s True! Sleep makes you smarter Thalia Kalkipsakis Andrew Plant Allen & Unwin 
Night of the Fifth Moon Anna Ciddor -- Allen & Unwin 
Nim at Sea Wendy Orr Kerry Millard Allen & Unwin 
OK Team Nick Place Heath McKenzie Allen & Unwin 
Sunny Side Up Marion Roberts -- Allen & Unwin 
To the Boy in Berlin Elizabeth Honey & Heike 

Brandt 
-- Allen & Unwin 

The Missing Kin Michael Pryor -- Random House Australia 
The Worry Tree Marianne Musgrove -- Random House Australia 
Al Dentay and the Incredible Spaghetti 
Machine 

Bruce Atherton Bettina Guthridge 
 Lothian Books 

 
 


