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Awards - Call For Nominations
Each year, Speech Pathology Australia recognises excellence through 
three awards:

Elinor Wray
Presented in honour of the founder of our profession in Australia,  
this award is granted for outstanding contribution to the profession 
of speech pathology.  The contribution of the nominee is essentially 
clinical or project oriented and will encompass one or more of the 
following areas:

innovations in diagnostic, assessment or treatment procedures;
promotion of speech pathology to government, the community 
or to other professionals;
research;
student training.

Recognition Of Service
Open to members who have provided dedicated and signifi cantly 
productive service to the Association. Candidates may have 
contributed on Council, Branch Executive, Branch Portfolios, Task 
Groups, Conference Planning Committ ee, etc.

Community Contribution
Granted by the Association to recognise outside agencies which have 
made a signifi cant and valuable contribution to speech pathology. 
Candidates for awards must be nominated by two people, at least one 
of whom is a Speech Pathology Australia member, or by a Branch. 

Should you wish a nomination be considered for the 2009 AGM 
please ensure a prompt response. For further information please see 
the Speech Pathology Australia website under Awards, or contact 
Jacinta Evans, Vice President Communications, to clarify any aspects 
of the nomination process.
Jacinta Evans / National VPC Coordinator 

Fellowship Of Speech Pathology 
Australia
Fellowship of Speech Pathology Australia is a public professional 
honour awarded to a person with considerable experience, 
responsibility and standing within the speech pathology profession. 
This Award is to recognise and celebrate the excellent achievement 
of members of Speech Pathology Australia in all areas of speech 
pathology practice.

Do you know of someone who deserves to be recognised as a 
Fellow of Speech Pathology Australia? For more information look 
online at www.speechpathologyaustralia.org.au or email council@
speechpathologyaustralia.org.au. All nominations need to be made 
on the offi  cial application form and evidence in support of transfer to 
Fellow must be clearly presented.
Jacinta Evans / National VPC Coordinator

•
•

•
•

www.speechpathologyaustral ia.org.au

Fellowship Profi le
Our Fellowship Committ ee is pleased to introduce Suze 
Leitão one of our esteemed members who has been 
awarded Fellow of the Association.

Suze Leitão
How long have you been a speech 
pathologist?
Over 20 years since I qualifi ed 
in the UK – and at our 20 year 
reunion, the majority of the 18 
of my year who graduated were 
still working in the fi eld.

What is your area of speciality and expertise in the fi eld of 
speech pathology?
Language and literacy diffi  culties, and specifi c 
language impairment.

Describe one major contribution you have made to the 
speech pathology profession.
That’s a hard one – I hope that I have contributed 
in a number of small ways – through professional 
development events, teaching and research.

What special tasks or activities have you been involved in 
for the Association or supported by the Association?
Some of them include: chairing the Speech 
Pathology Australia report for the National 
Inquiry into the Teaching of Literacy; working 
on the Education Board which became Re-entry; 
member of the Ethics board; being a part of the 
early stages of CBOS; and I was lucky enough to 
be awarded the Association’s clinician grant for 
research in 2001. 

Sum up what you have learned or gained from being 
an active member of Speech Pathology Australia.
I fi rst became involved when I arrived 
in Australia as a way to get to know the 
profession in WA and Australia. It’s hard 
to list what I have learned as there is so 
much! Key aspects would include: a greater 
understanding of how the profession 
works and the challenges we face; seeing 
the bigger picture; networking across the 
states; understanding the scope of practice 
of the profession and how we fi t into the 
international picture; applying our code of 
ethics to my practice.

What does it mean to you personally and in 
terms of your career to be a Fellow Member of 
Speech Pathology Australia?
It’s an honour to be recognised for 
doing what I really consider to be a 
responsibility of any professional.
Jacinta Evans / National VPC Coordinator
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