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Kids’ pattér matters

ATRERT Finsteln might nor have
tallead until he wag three, IE 8 Dew
Viciortan study 5ts most late-
talking children won't ke so lucky.

Almost. half of all those wha starn
telidng lave develop language difficul-
ties by the sge of four, 4 University of
Melbourne sbudy of 1900 kids has lourseh.

‘The difficutties inelude Jewrning and
Literacy problems at sehwool and forming
velationships wikh oller childrew.

The Ove-yesr sludy fouud almost 20
per cent of shildren were “late talkers™
wilh yocabularies of less Lhan 50 words
by L1 nge of two, .

l'rofogsor Bheena Reflly, load author
and spascl palhologist at the Murdech
Childrens Regearch Immlitule, suid tle
&tindy dispelled the myth that all chitd-

Fay Bursiin

rou grew out of langua e problems. She
urged parents to seck help early,

y ch:mht:3 lri:_mldrm spontangmmy aver-
come t corly lnnguaie delay, but 46
per cent of late talkors nxp’cxinncc
kalure language mpairment,” she said.

“By the age of twn, yanr child showd
be uble Lo underslond sinple sen-
Lenees, use more hay 50 words, use
sume provouns and sing shnple songs,"

The sludy, (racking kids from eighl
months Lo sever years, [ound soine two-
year-olde didnt speak, but othors had
over 600 words In Eheir ropertofre. Boye
were jnore likely Lo liave problems end
girls inurw likely to overcome thein.
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