Difficulty: Emily Strachan and Rebekah Turner
outside VCAT. Picture: FIONA HAMILTON

THE State Govern-
ment has been accu-
sed of ripping up to
#50 million in educa-
tion cash from some
of Vietoria's most
vulnerable children.
Students with learning
disabilities have lost spe-
cigllst one-on-one class-
rocm help to departmen-
tal penny-pinching, a
tribunal heard this weel.
Changes to the Educa-
tion Department’s dis-
ability ecriteria for stu-
dents with lanpuage dis-
orders has seen more
than 6550 kids struck off
this year, the Victorian
Civil and Administrative
Tribunal heard, - :
Last wvenr, 6760 state
sehool stuaents recaivec
help for the disoraers.
Only 208 students have
gualified for help this
vear, the fipures show,
Each of the cut-oll stu-
dents received an esti-
mated 58000 & year for
classroom help — a saving
of ghout S50 million for
the Government, say law-
vers for a gl with a
language problem who is
suing the department.
But the deparbment
told VOAT the savings
had been redistributed
to schools to allow them
to pay for specialist lan-
Fuage support programs
students needed,
Lawyers for Ringwood

Jane Mstlikovec

Secondary College year §
student Rebelah Turner
said it appepred schools
could spend the monsy
as Lthey wish.

Outraged parents ol at
least four other students
are now lning up to sue,

Hebekal and her family
are fighting for her right to
an integration aide,
gpeech pathology services
and compensation,

Bebekah, 15, diapnosed
as suffering a severc lan-
gunpe disorder, has bean
Imaocked back for class-
roam support at different
sehools sinee 1999,

Her lawyer, James
Crray, said outside the
aearing the Government
was saving millions
through its redefinition of
a language disorder,

“They are saving up to
860 million & year and
while they say they are

credistributing some  of

that back to schools, it is
only apparent that a
small portion of that is
being cedirected back Lo
sehools,” Mr Gray said,
“But now the schools
can spend it on anyining
they like — they can buy
naw basketballs with it
“Meanwhile the lkids
with language disorders
continue to miss out.”
To qualily for language
dizorder support last
year, shudents needed to
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—Cash truancy, in a manner of speaking—-
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display language skills
minus two standard de-
viations below the mean.

That was raised Lo
minus three at the start
of this year.

o1 feel like I'm standing
up for the rest of the
people who need sup-
port,” Rebelah said oulb-
side the hearing.

“Tt is very stressful to
sit and listen to every-
thing being broughl up,
tut hopefully I will get
the help I need and have
wanted for ages.”

Emily Strachan, 15, a
wvear 9 student who also

Students funded under
language disorder calegories:

ek s o

m Categories include severe fanguage
disorder and severs language disorder )
with critical education needs

* Includes primary and secondary

25

suffers a severe lanpguage
dizorder, qualified for an
integration aide until a
fewr years ago.

“I can't understand
what I am supposed Lo
e doing, then I can't do
it. It makes me pretty
upset,” Emily said.

Peter Hanks, GQC. for
the Education Depart-
ment, told VCAT Rebe-
kah had been consistentiy
praised for sehool work in
a variety of reports,

The hearing, beflore
VOAT deputy president
Cate MeHengie, was to
continue today,
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