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Speech pathology has vital role

Speech pathologists in the
Iawars bave helped lwneh Speech
Bathology Week, held each year o
celebrate the speceh puthology
profession and its vital role in
sipporting Australians with
cormutication difficules,

Wallongong Hospital depuly
speeech pathologist Beth King said
otz i seven Australians had some
form of eommunication disorder,

“Communication disorders can
range i chumaition and severily and
il involve prohlems with speech,
using and understanding langese,
voice, fluency, hearing. reading and
writmg,' she said.

“Having & communication
disovcler can make simple daily
activities, such as ovdering lunch,
paying a bill or buying o bus ticker,
both frustrating and difficult,

M King said children and adults

with communication difficultes
iy suffer mental health issues and
behavioural problems, display poor
sell-esteem and could siruggle 1o
mamage social relationships and
stslaim emplovinent.

“Dsorders can be heveditary,
aceur in childhood or lappen as the
result of stroke, nevrological discase
ar seriols injury,” she said.

She saud Speech Pathology Week
prowided an opportunity to raise
awareness of speech pathologists
work helping local people with
language difficultios.

“Finingly. this vear's theme
Language for Lile explores the
imporiance of comnunication
thaegh all stages of life,' she said,

Lang ot www s pccchputlu:[ng}'
australin.ore.au for more
information,



