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Impact Through Communication

Speech Pathology Week is being recognised across the country, with this year’s theme highlighting the difference speech pathologists make in the lives of those they support.

Over 1.2 million Australians live with communication needs, and rely on the support provided by teams of professionals, including speech pathologists, for assistance at every stage of their lives. From young children to older Australians, speech pathologists are there, supporting wellbeing, confidence, connection, independence, inclusion, empowerment and opportunity. 

Professionals like speech pathologist, Kate, who works in augmentative and alternative communication, are committed to enabling individuals to express themselves in ways that are authentic and accessible to them.

By focusing on individual needs, Kate has made a profound difference in the life of one of her young clients, Daniel, and his family.

“I knew I had to meet him where he was, and support him to express what he wanted to share.”

“We implemented a communication device, and we found he was joking a lot and saying really funny things.”

Daniel’s mum, Carol, describes the difference Kate has made for him, as being ‘profound’.

“It was an incredible moment when I first really heard what my son was saying, it was astounding and sure enough, it was about humour.”

“Speech pathology actually gave me my son,” Carol said. 

Just like Kate, speech pathologists around the country are working in homes, education settings, hospitals, aged care facilities and communities, helping people live fuller and more connected lives.

Speech pathologist, {Insert Name} who works in {Insert Region} says communication is fundamental to a person’s ability to participate fully in all aspects of community life and that early intervention is proven to deliver better life outcomes.

“Many Australians with communication needs cannot maximise educational, health and social outcomes, without the support of a speech pathologist.”

“Speech pathology transforms lives by empowering people to communicate, connect and thrive. It lays the foundations for lifelong learning, wellbeing, and participation in society,” {Insert Name} says.

There is significant data available about impact through communication, but nothing speaks more powerfully than the words of a mother, who thanks speech pathology for the gift of her son.


Background:

The Australian Bureau of Statistics has established that 1.2 million Australians have communication disability. Communication disability affects a person's ability to understand and be understood by others.

· In Australia, one in four children are not developmentally on track with their communication skills when they start school.
· Levels of limitation range from mild to profound and can be temporary or last a lifetime.
· Children and older people make up the majority of people with communication disability.
· Children are more likely to have profound/severe communication disability than older people.
· People with communication disability were less likely to have a non-school qualification (42%) than people without communication disability (61%).
· Thirty-eight percent of people with communication disability are participating in the labour force compared with 80% of people without communication disability.
· One in 7 people with communication disability need formal assistance with communication.
· Half of all people who need formal assistance with communication have an unmet need for this assistance.
· Three in 5 people who have an unmet need for formal assistance with communication were children.

Find out more about Speech Pathology Week: www.speechpathologyaustralia.org.au/SPweek 

About Speech Pathology Australia
Speech Pathology Australia is Australia’s peak body for speech pathologists, representing 16,000 members. Our purpose is to empower speech pathologists and strengthen access to speech pathology for people with communication and swallowing needs. Speech pathologists are university-trained allied health professionals, who help people with communication and swallowing needs. They support people across the lifespan, who have trouble speaking, understanding language, reading, writing, or using their voice. They also help people who find it hard to eat, drink, or swallow safely. Speech pathologists work in hospitals, early childhood education and care settings, schools, aged care and disability settings, and the community.
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NB. You should be aware that in submitting this media release, you may be contacted for a follow up interview and photo opportunity. Media may also request inclusion of a client you have worked with, as this will make any story more local and personable.

Media contact:	[Insert name of speech pathologist distributing media release] on
[Insert relevant telephone number].

Photography notes: [Insert name of speech pathologist] happy to be photographed.
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NB. You should be aware that in submitting this media release, the media may be interested in talking / photographing both you, and a client you have worked with, as this will make any story more local and personable.
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